as already announced in the last issue, this volume of Clinical Neuroradiology will be the first to receive an impact factor. Since this is an important step for our journal, we would like to give you some information on the impact of the factor. The annual impact factor is a ratio between citations and recent citable items published. Thus, the impact factor of a journal is calculated by dividing the number of current year citations to the source items published in that journal during the previous 2 years. In other words, Clinical Neuroradiology has accumulated articles in 2008 and 2009 that need to be cited in 2010 to build the impact factor. This, then, is used to compare the quality of different journals.
Since comparison is only possible within a defined group, every journal that is accepted for coverage in the Journal Citation Reports and the Science Citation Index Expanded is related to one or more so-called subject categories. For Clinical Neuroradiology those will be Clinical Neurology and/or radiology, Nuclear Medicine & Medical imaging. the category of Clinical Neurology covers resources on all areas of clinical research and medical practice in neurology. the focus is on traditional neurological illnesses and diseases such as dementia, stroke, epilepsy, headache, multiple sclerosis, and movement disorders that have clinical and socioeconomic importance. It also includes resources on medical specialties such as pediatric neurology, neurosurgery, neuroradiology, pain management, and neuropsychiatry that affect neurological diagnosis and treatment. if you look at radiology, Nuclear Medicine & Medical imaging, this subject category covers resources on radiation research in biology and biophysics. Resources in this category focus on interventional radiology, investigative radiology, neuroradiology, radiotherapy, and oncology. Nuclear Medicine resources are concerned with the diagnostic, therapeutic, and investigative use of radionuclides. Medical imaging resources are concerned with computerized medical imaging and graphics. As is obvious, those categories still cover a wide scope and we will compete in the category's ranking with journals such as Sleep Medicine Reviews, Bipolar Disorders, Radiology, or Radiotherapy and Oncology, just to name a few. Of course, due to a smaller and more special community, we will not be able to compete with the likes of, e.g., Lancet Neurology, the top-ranked journal of the category Clinical Neurology. However, being listed in the Journal Citation Reports and Science Citation Index Expanded and to receive an impact factor is a marker of prestige. To give you an overview of the works that have been published in the last years in Clinical Neuroradiology, we have compiled a list of the publications of 2008 and 2009 that you can find on your society's homepages (www.dgnr.org/media/ CNR_Contents_2008-2009.pdf, www.swissneuroradiology. ch/texte/CNR_2008_2009.pdf, www.oegnr.at/cnr/CNr_ Contents_2008_2009.pdf) or on the journal's own homepage (www.clinical-neuroradiology.org). Using the pdf search or checking the keyword list at the beginning of the document will lead you to the articles of interest on your subject.
of course, you can also use MEdliNE to search for Clinical Neuroradiology's authors or articles, since our journal is listed in this database since issue 01/2009. You will realize that some articles are listed as Epub ahead of print, due to a new publication process. Starting with this issue, we have introduced another workflow, where all articles are prepared for online-first publication as soon as they are accepted for the journal. Hereby, the time from acceptance to publication is shortened, because as soon as the article appears in Springer's online archive SpringerLink (www. springerlink.de/content/105334), it can be read and cited and also can be found, as mentioned above, in MEdliNE even before it is assigned to a certain issue and published in print. The new workflow not only speeds up publication time but brings some other issues with it. the layout of Clinical Neuroradiology will undergo a little change including the references. So far, our reference style was not part of the EndNote-Styles what made it a bit hard for our authors or copy editor to format the reference list in the journal's style. Now we use the literature style "Vancouver", a standard style, which will make the reference list less error-prone and much easier to compile and format. Another aspect of the new publication process is that you can choose between reading an HTML document or a pdf document when looking at Clinical Neuroradiology on SpringerLink. Within the HTML article all references in the text are linked to the reference list, so you can easily check on those articles that seem of interest to you without scrolling to the end of the article every time. By pursuing this path, we hope to make publishing in Clinical Neuroradiology even more interesting to you. last but not least-Clinical Neuroradiology is, of course, your journal. You can help it evolve even further, and enhance its impact in the field of neuroradiology and beyond.
We would like to thank our editors, reviewers and authors who shaped the journal into its present form and who provided articles of great interest to the community. We look forward to further collaborating with all of you.
